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This large assymetrical brick house with wood trim
was built in the early 20th century. It reflects the
Italian Renaissance influence in its semicircular
veranda, great oak hall, elaborately carved stairway
and multicolored windows. The entrance and portico,
and other architectural details, are derived from
Georgian architecture but are generally larger and
bolder in scale. The hip roof is made of slate, and
below the projecting eaves are large modillions. Under
a gable on the front of the house is a Palladian window
with lead tracery. The porch across the front, which
curves around the sides of the house, is supported by
Doric columns,

The interior of the house is wainscoted with two
or three different kinds of wood, Leaded windows and
mullionedstainelglass windows add to the richness of
the interior, There are eight fireplaces in the 22
room house,
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This house was built by Captain Levi Phillips, who
was the founder of Phillips Packing Company. It is now
owned by his son, Levi Phillips., Completed in 1912, the
architect was Leon W. Crawford of Wilmington, The style
of the house combines the Italian Renaissance influence
with Georgian Colonial details, It is one of the larger
early 20th century homes in Cambridge,

The original Zion Church stood on this site from
1802 until 1846, It was later moved across the street
and used as a carriage shop. The Zion Church Cemetery,
however, remained on this lot until this house was
constructed.
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One of the largest residences on Mill Street, this house was
completed in 1912 by "Captain" Levi B. Phillips, one of the founders
of the Phillips Packing Company in 1902. That business eventually
grew into one of the largest fruit and vegetable canners in the
eastern United States, with plants located all over the Eastern Shore.
The company branched out into other areas: hardware, can production,
trucking and oil. It was a major factor in Cambridge's economic growth
in the early twentieth century. During World War I,Phillips Packing
canned a large share of the field rations for the American troops in
France. And at one time during the second World War the company
employed one guarter of the city's population of eight thousand. The

packing company has been sold, but the hardware and oil companies
remain.

Levi B. Phillips, referred to sometimes as "Captain" from his
days with an oyster boat, was born in 1868 in Dorchester County, the
older brother of Albanus Phillips (see 314 Mill Street). In the 1890's,
he engaged in the oystering business, and later opened his own oyster
packing plant. In 1902, he merged his outfit with those of brother
Albanus and W. Grason Winterbottom (see 115 Mill Street) to form the
Phillips Packing Company. Levi Phillips also served as president of
the National Bank of Cambridge. On his death in 1945, the house passed
on to his son, Levi B. Phillips, Jr., the present owner.

. The house is one of the largest early twentieth century houses in
Cambridge. Its style is eclectic, combining influences from the Italian
Renaissance with Georgian details. The architect was Leon W. Crawford
of Wilmington. The house is on the original site of Zion Methodist
Church. The church occupied the site from 1802 until 1846. The
cemetery remained on the lot until 1891 when the land was purchased
by William H. Barton, Jr. (see 615 Locust Street).

Barton died in 1909 and Phillips purchased the land from the
estate.
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312 Mill St.
Cambridge
Cambridge Quad.
Dorchester Co.
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